98    VETERINARY MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS
of stout material to avoid the risk of breakage in the mouth.
In laryngitis, bronchitis, and, indeed, in all respiratory affections
the administration of draughts should be avoided, as there is
danger of fluid being inhaled during the sudden inspiratory efforts
which immediately precede coughing.
In CATTLE, similar precautions are necessary. The animal's
head should not be held too high, and the head and neck should
be kept, as far as possible, in a straight line. Many fatalities
occur from the ignorant and careless administration of draughts
to cattle. The practice of administering draughts through the
nostrils cannot be too strongly condemned.
The dangers attendant upon the administration of draughts
to horses and cattle can now be avoided by the use of the
stomach tube (p. 470).
In the DOG, medicines in the fluid form are usually adminis-
tered with facility* The best method is to distend the cheek
with the finger so as to form a pouch, into which the medicine
is slowly poured. It readily finds its way through the teeth,
and is usually swallowed without trouble.
Electuaries are medicines in a semi-fluid form, and are prepared
with a basis such as honey or treacle; they are administered by
placing the required dose between the molar teeth or on the
back of the tongue. Their employment is indicated when
swallowing is difficult, as in acute laryngitis or in tetanus. When
horses refuse to take powders in the food, the medicine can be
mixed in a small amount of* treacle and administered as an
electuary*
Emplastra (PLASTERS) are adhesive, solid medicated prepara-
tions for external application* The basis consists of such sub-
stance as Burgundy pitch, gum resin, oil, or resin, and the plaster
is spread upon flexible material such as silk, cloth or leather.
Enemata (CLYSTERS) are fluid preparations which are injected
into the rectum for the following purposes:
i. To procure evacuation of the bowels, For this purpose the
simplest form consists in warm water in which soap is dissolved.
The effect of such an enema is not only to cause expulsion of the
faeces contained in the rectum, but, by reflex irritation, to stimulate
peristalsis in the large colon* In the horse and ox eneraata are
most conveniently injected by means of a continuous flow pump,
attached to which is a sufficient length of rubber tubing, to which
in turn is fixed a gum-elastic tube &bout # feet long. The rectum
is, as far as possible, cleared of its contents by the hand; the tube,
well lubricated, is carefully introduced and t&e fluid slowly
pumped in. In impaction of the colon the simple injection of
fluids into the rectum is not likely to prove of much service, and